Possible  SARS  Antibody  Identified 


By  Adam  Smith 

A  Chinese  researcher  at  a 
local  institute,  along  with  other 
scientists,  have  identified  a 
human  antibody  that  has 
blocked  infection  by  the  SARS 
virus  in  laboratory  tests. 

Leading  the  research  that 
identified  the  antibody  were 
Dana-Farber  research  fellow  and 


medical  doctor  Jianhua  Sui  and 
her  boss,  Wayne  Marasco. 

The  discovery,  which  was 
announced  early  this  month, 
could  lead  to  the  development 
of  an  antibody  drug  that  would 
help  prevent  SARS  infection  or 
help  treat  those  already  infected 
with  SARS. 

"We  have  tested  this  anti¬ 
body  in  animals  and  got  encour¬ 


aging  data  [so  far],"  said  Sui, 
who  called  the  research's  success 
"exciting."  She  said  that  if  all  the 
animal  testing  proves  successful, 
the  antibody  will  then  undergo 
human  testing.  "Of  course  it  will 
take  time,"  she  said,  to  find  out 
if  the  antibody  works  in  people. 

She  also  said  "it's  hard  to  pre¬ 
dict"  when  a  SARS  treatment 
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Changes  Coming  to  Chinatown 


By  Adam  Smith 

Chinatown  can  expect  sever¬ 
al  changes,  big  and  small,  in  the 
coming  years. 

These  changes  include  the 
construction  of  a  new  Silver 
Line  portal  station,  development 
of  Parcel  24  along  Hudson  Street 
and  the  Chinatown  park  on 
Parcel  23D,  and  a  development 


plan  for  Chinatown's  new 
"neighbor,"  the  South  Bay 
Planning  Study  area. 

Sparking  fresh  controversy  is 
the  placement  of  a  Silver  Line 
portal  station  that  will  be  part  of 
the  new,  partially  underground, 
bus  system.  The  portal  will  pro¬ 
vide  the  buses  access  to  under¬ 
ground  tunnels,  linking  the  line 
CONTINUED  PAGE  2 
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The  "dragons"  were  awakened  on  January  25  when  Chinatown  celebrated  the 
Chinese  New  Year,  which  started  on  January  22.  Photo  by  Adam  smit 


Experts 

Question  Safety 
Statement  in 
Biodefense 
Lab's  PR  Flyer 

By  Adam  Smith 


Is  a  city  hall  and  BU  flyer 
about  the  proposed  Boston 
University  biodefense  laboratory 
misleading? 

According  to  several  experts,  a 
statement  in  the  flyer  glosses  over 


risks  associ¬ 
ated  with 
pathogens 
that  would 
be  studied 
at  the  lab. 

The  flyer 
was  distrib- 


BU  Boasts 
Biodefense 
Lab's  High- 
Tech  Safety 
Features 


uted  at  a  See  Page  3 

December 

10  city  wide  forum  on  the  biode¬ 
fense  laboratory,  and  contains  the 
statement:  "lire  quantities  of 
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Two  Lawsuits  Challenge  Zoning 
Commission’s  Vote  on  Kensington 


posed  for  its  site  to  include  pub 
lie  streets  and  sidewalks  and 


Tenants  Protest  "Mass  Pike 
Towers  II"  Proposal  in  Chinatown 


By  Adam  Smith 

Critics  of  tire  proposed 
Kensington  Place  tower  recently 
filed  two  separate  lawsuits 
against  the  Boston  Zoning 
Commission  because  it  granted 
Kensington  a  zoning  approval 
that  will  allow'  its  apartment 
complex  to  rise  to  30  stories. 

One  suit  was  filed  by  the 
Chinese  Progressive  Association, 
a  Boston  resident,  three  citv 
councilors  and  a  theater  preser¬ 
vationist.  The  other  was  filed  by 
a  strip  dub  that  w’ould  be 
replaced  by  Kensington. 

The  lawsuits  accuse  the  com¬ 
mission  of  inappropriately  grant¬ 
ing  Kensington  Investment 
Company  a  Planned 
Development  Area  (PDA)  desig¬ 
nation,  a  zoning  mechanism  that 
allows  developers  to  bypass 
height  limits  if  their  develop¬ 
ment  site  is  at  least  an  acre  in 
size.  Kensington's  development 
site  is  abou  t  a  half  acre,  and  to 
meet  the  acre  requirement,  the 
investment  company  has  pro¬ 


properties  it  does  not  own. 

During  the  year  leading  up  to 
the  commission's  approval  of  the 
PDA  designation,  opponents  of 
the  project  rejected  the  proposal 
to  use  public  way's  and  other 
properties  to  make  the  acre, 
while  the  city's  development 
arm,  the  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority',  maintained  the  pro¬ 
posal  was  legal  and  proper.  The 
BRA  would  not  comment  on  the 
lawsuits  for  this  story. 

Building  on  a  PDA-designat¬ 
ed  site  w'ould  allow'  the  develop¬ 
er  to  build  twice  the  height  of 
the  area's  15  story  zoning  cap. 

On  December  17,  eight  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  11-member  Boston 
Zoning  Commission  voted  to 
grant  Kensington  the  PDA  desig¬ 
nation,  though  the  commission's 
chairman  and  vice  chairman 
voted  against  the  proposal. 
Showing  his  disapproval  over 
the  decision,  the  vice  chairman 
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By  Adam  Smith 

The  owner  of  Mass  Pike 
Towers,  a  low’-income  housing 
complex  in  Chinatown,  is 
proposing  to  more  than  double 
the  complex's  population  by  con¬ 
structing  a  new'  market-rate 
building  on  site. 

Many  of  tire  residents  in  the 
existing  subsidized  units,  howev¬ 


er,  are  objecting  to  the  idea. 

Standing  outside  Trinity 
Financial’s  Court  Street  offices 
last  week,  about  30  protesters 
w'aved  placards  that  read,  "Stop 
Using  Our  Land  for  Your  Gain" 
and  "Leave  Mass  Pike  Alone." 

"Why’  are  we  here  today’? 
Because  we  strongly  oppose  this 
project,"  shouted  Michelle  Yee,  a 
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Changes  Coming  to  Chinatown 


Parcels,  Silver  Line,  More... 
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to  the  subway  system  and 
to  the  airport. 

While  community  fears 
of  using  the  Wang  YMCA 
site  as  a  portal  have  been 
relieved,  area  businesses 
and  residents  have  new 
concerns. 

Either  the  DoubleTree 
Hotel's  parking  lot  or  Elliot 
Norton  Park  might  become 
new  sites  for  the  portal, 
according  to  proposals  by 
the  Massachusetts  Bay 
Transportation  Authority. 

"The  Wang  YMCA  is 
no  longer  an  option, 
because  the  community 
fought  it,"  said  Bob 
Newman,  general  manager 
of  the  DoubleTree.  But, 
said  Newman,  "Five  or  six 
years  of  construction 
around  this  hotel  would 
put  us  out  of  business." 

The  construction  could 
also  disrupt  the  nearby 
Josiah  Quincy  School  and 
New  England  Medical 
Center,  said  Newman.  He 


also  contends  that  the  sta¬ 
tion  would  ruin  the  looks 
of  the  area,  because  over¬ 
head  electrical  lines  would 
be  installed  at  the  portal, 
where  the  buses  would  go 
from  diesel  to  electric 
power. 

Recently,  the 

Chinatown  Neighborhood 
Council  voted  to  oppose 
using  the  hotel's  parking 
lot  as  a  portal  station  site. 

The  alternative  propos¬ 
al  to  use  Elliot  Norton 
Park  as  a  portal  site,  which 
sits  near  Mass  Pike  Towers 
and  Bay  Village,  is  also 
raising  concerns. 

Some  have  noted  that 
families  and  day  care  cen¬ 
ters  use  the  park  and 
would  not  want  to  see  it 
g°- 

Serene  Wong,  a  com¬ 
munity  activist  who  lives 
in  Mass  Pike  Towers,  sug¬ 
gested  that  construction  in 
the  park  would  be  a  nui¬ 
sance  to  residents  of  the 
apartment  complex 

"We  don't  want  to  build 


it  on  Elliot  Norton  Park," 
said  Wong,  "but  we  don't 
want  to  build  it  anywhere 
in  Chinatown  either." 

A  spokesperson  for  the 
MBTA  did  not  return 
phone  calls. 

On  the  other  side  of  the 
neighborhood,  Chinatown 
groups  and  city  officials 
are  close  to  deciding 
guidelines  for  Parcel  24's 
development.  Draft  guide¬ 
lines  for  the  Hudson  Street 
parcel  were  presented  at  a 
meeting  early  this  month 
by  the  Boston 
Redevelopment  Authority. 
Once  guidelines  are  agreed 
on,  a  request  for  proposals 
will  be  published  and 
developers  will  compete  to 
build  a  housing  project 
that  will  replace  a  highway 
ramp  along  Hudson  Street. 

The  Parcel  24  site, 
which  is  about  an  acre  in 
size,  will  become  available 
for  development  once  the 
Big  Dig  is  completed.  For 
years,  Chinese  and  Syrian 
families  lived  in  row  hous¬ 


es  along  Hudson  Street 
where  Parcel  24  is  now 
located.  But  in  the  1950s 
and  1960s,  the  residents 
were  forced  to  move  and 
their  homes  were  demol¬ 
ished  for  a  highway  ramp. 

The  Chinese  Resident 
Association  met  earlier  this 
month  to  discuss  plans  for 
the  parcel. 

Just  east  of  Parcel  24  is 
the  South  Bay  Planning 
area,  where  city  and  state 
officials,  Chinatown  lead¬ 
ers,  Leather  District  resi¬ 
dents  and  private  consul¬ 
tants  are  conducting  the 
South  Bay  Planning  Study. 

The  study  area  is 
bounded  by  Kneeland 
Street,  Hudson  Street,  the 
Massachusetts  Turnpike  I- 
90  mainline,  and  the  1-93 
northbound  mainline. 
Within  the  area  is  Pagoda 
Park,  Central  Artery 
Parcels  25,  26a,  26b  and 
27a,  as  well  as  highway 
facilities,  including  the  1-90 
and  1-93  interchange  and 
ramp  connections  from  the 


highways  to  local  streets, 
and  the  South  Station  bus 
terminal  connection. 

The  team  will  help  cre¬ 
ate  development  goals  and 
zoning  rules  for  the  eight- 
acre  area. 

According  to  one  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  study  team,  the 
South  Bay  Planning  Area 
is  "a  chance  to  create  a 
whole  new  district  of 
Boston." 

The  public  is  invited  to 
a  meeting  on  the  study 
area  on  February  28, 10 
a.m.  to  4  p.m.,  at  25 
Kneeland  St. 

Also,  a  public  meeting 
for  Parcel  23D  will  be  held 
on  February  23,  6  p.m.,  at 
St.  James  the  Greater 
Church,  125  Harrison  Ave. 

Comments  about  the 
Silver  Line  portal  station 
proposals  should  be  sent 
to  Andrew  Brennan, 
MBTA,  10  Park  Plaza, 
Room  6720,  Boston,  MA, 
02116,  by  March  1. 
Comments  can  also  be  e- 
mailed  to 


abrennan@mbta.com.  Call 
(61 7)  222-3126. 


CRA  Debates: 
Condos  or 
Rentals  Better 
for  Hudson  St 
Parcel 

By  Lisa  Chong 

The  Chinatown 
Resident  Association's 
February  meeting  intro¬ 
duced  residents  to  the 
"Vision  of  Parcel  24,"  the 
1.5-acre  piece  of  land 
along  Hudson  Street  that 
will  soon  be  developed. 

The  meeting  kicked  off 
a  discussion  among  associ¬ 
ation  members  about  den¬ 
sity  and  affordability  for  a 
building  on  the  parcel. 

CONTINUED  PAGE  5 


Mass  Pike  Towers 
FROM  PAGE  1 

tenant  at  Mass  Pike 
Towers,  who  is  also  a 
familiar  activist  in  the 
Chinatown. 

This  month  Trinity 
Financial,  the  owner  of  the 
Mass  Pike  Towers,  submit¬ 


ted  its  proposal  to  build  a 
225-unit  building  on  what 
is  now  the  complex's  park¬ 
ing  lot  along  Marginal 
Road.  The  existing  three- 
building  complex  houses 
200  apartment  units. 

The  protesters  last  week 
questioned  the  use  of  the 


project's  land  for  market- 
rate  housing.  They  also 
complained  that  the  new 
building  would  block  sun¬ 
light  and  views  from  exist¬ 
ing  apartments. 

Construction  noise  is 
also  a  concern. 

As  the  protesters  circled 


outside  Trinity  Financial's 
offices,  a  worker  for  the 
company  passed  out 
Trinity's  response.  Part  of 
the  statement  read,  "Trinity 
is  committed  to  working 
with  the  tenants  as  well  as 
other  interested]  parties  in 
addressing  issues  of  con- 
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called  the  PDA  proposal 
"a  farce." 

The  lawsuits,  which  if 
successful  would  prevent 
the  Kensington  tower 
from  being  built,  are  remi¬ 
niscent  of  a  suit  filed  in 
2002  against  the  28-story 
Liberty  Place  project,  a 
neighbor  of  Kensington's 
site.  That  suit,  which  was 
filed  by  the  CPA  and  a 
Chinatown  resident,  was 
settled  out  of  court  a  few 
months  after  being  filed. 

Opposition  to  the 
Kensington  project,  how¬ 
ever,  differs  from  the  simi¬ 
lar  Liberty  Place  high  rise. 
The  earlier  development 
was  mainly  opposed  by 
Chinatown  residents  and 
activists  who  feared  that 
expensive  rents  at  the  high 
rise  would  gentrify 
Chinatown.  While  the 
Kensington  project  is  also 
opposed  by  Chinatown 
groups  who  fear  gentrifi- 
cation,  the  tower  has  other 
opponents  as  well.  A 
group  of  theater  preserva¬ 
tionists,  known  as  the 
Gaiety  Theatre  Friends, 
are  fighting  to  save  the 
1908  Gaiety  Theatre, 
which  is  owned  by 
Kensington  and  would  be 
replaced  by  the  tower.  The 
owner  of  the  Glass  Slipper 
objects  to  the  tower 


cern. 

Trinity  Financial  pro¬ 
poses  that  the  $60  million 
project  would  be  25% 
"affordable."  The  new 
building  would  provide 
underground  parking. 


because  it  would  replace 
the  strip  club,  which  has 
for  nearly  20  years  been 
located  in  Boston's  only 
adult  entertainment  dis¬ 
trict.  City  Councilors 
Chuck  Turner,  Maura 
Hennigan  and  Felix 
Arroyo  also  oppose  the 
Kensington's  proposal. 

"The  fact  that  we've  got 
three  city  councilors  gives 
us  some  heft,"  said 
Stephen  Landrigan,  a  the¬ 
ater  preservationist  who  is 
a  party  in  of  one  of  the 
lawsuits.  "We're  really 
fighting  for  principal 
here. . .  Some  basic  zoning 
laws  have  been  broken." 

"This  is  not  about 
Kensington  per  se,  this  is 
about  planning  and  devel¬ 
opment  and  PDAs,"  said 
Councilor  Hennigan.  "If 
we  just  change  the  rules 
every  time  it's  convenient, 
it's  a  really  bad  message  to 
send." 

Adding  more  diversity 
to  the  group  opposing 
Kensington's  PDA  desig¬ 
nation  is  attorney  Herbert 
Gleason.  Gleason,  who  is 
representing  the  Chinese 
Progressive  Association, 
Landrigan  and  others,  was 
corporation  counsel  to  the 
city  from  1968  tol979 
when  Kevin  White  was 
mayor.  He  also  helped 
write  the  PDA  zoning  pro¬ 
vision  in  1967. 
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SOUTH  COVE  COMMUNITY  HEAL  TH  CENTER 

Regional  Primary  &  Preventive  Care  Provider  Serving  the  Asian  Community 

South  Cove  Community  Health  Center  has  been  serving  the  Asian-American 
Community  in  the  greater  Boston  Area  since  1972.  We  have  a  strong  commitment 
to  making  health/preventive  care  linguistically  and  culturally  accessible  to 
patients  and  clients.  We  are  currently  looking  for  qualified  individual(s)  to  fill  the 

following  position. 


Medical  Assistant  -  Pediatrics 

To  provide  medical  support  for  medical  providers  as  well  as  general 
support  for  other  clinical  activities.  Duties  and  responsibilities 
include  obtaining  and  documenting  vital  signs;  administer  vaccines 
and  IM  injections;  assists  with  patient  care  under  the  direction  of  the 
Medical  Provider  or  RN;  organize  and  prepares  patient  summary 
sheets  and  charts.  Bilingual  in  English  and  Chinese 
(Cantonese/Mandarin).  Medical  Assistant  Certified.  One  to  two 
years  of  experience. 


Accounts  Receivable  Representative 

To  process/follow-up  on  claims;  applies  payments/adjustments  to 
patient  accounts.  Duties  and  responsibilities  include  reviewing 
EOBs,  follow-up  on  denials  and  applies  payments,  adjusts  and 
updates  patient  accounts,  maintains  A/R  files  in  a  systematic  fashion. 
High  School  diploma.  Attention  to  detail,  accuracy  and  neatness. 
Knowledge  of  medical  claims  and  computer  system  (will  train) 
preferred. 

Interested  candidates  should  send/fax  their  resume  to: 
Attn:  Human  Resources:  145  South  Street  Boston,  MA  02111 

Fax  #:  (617)  521-6795 
South  Cove  Community  Health  Center 
an  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 

NOTE:  The  agency  retains  the  right  to  request  a  CORI  (Criminal  Offender  Record 
Information)  and/or  SORI  (Sexual  Offender  Record  Information)  check  on  all  employees  as 
a  condition  of  employment  and  periodically  during  employment.  The  agency  considers 
many  factors;  therefore,  results  of  a  CORI  may  not  disqualify  an  applicant  for  employment. 


south  cove 

community  health  center 


CORRECTION:  Robert  Walsh  was  incorrectly  identi¬ 
fied  in  a  story  in  the  January  16  Sampan  as  the  co¬ 
developer  of  the  BUMC  biodefense  laboratory.  Walsh 
is  actually  the  project  manager  for  BioSquare. 
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agents  that  will  be  tested 
are  too  small  to  pose  a  risk 
to  the  local  area  -  they  are 
equivalent  to  1/100  of  an 
aspirin  tablet." 

That  statement,  which 
also  appeared  in  a  BU  flyer 
at  a  meeting  on  February 
17,  was  apparently  includ¬ 
ed  to  calm  fears  about  the 
top-level  lab,  which  would 
include  research  of  the 
world's  most  highly  haz¬ 
ardous  pathogens. 

A  Boston  University 
Medical  Center 
researcher  stood  behind 
the  statement,  calling  it 
"absolutely  true"  during 
an  interview. 

However,  others 
familiar  with  biodefense 
research  recently  ques¬ 
tioned  the  statement's 
accuracy,  some  even  call¬ 
ing  it  "manipulative." 

"The  city  of  Boston 
should  be  ashamed  of 
itself  for  making  such  a 
statement,"  said  Dr. 

Victor  W.  Sidel  of  New 
York,  who  co-edited  the 
book  "Terrorism  and 
Public  Health." 

"It  makes  absolutely 
no  sense  and  is  pure  pro¬ 
paganda.  To  compare 
[the  quantities  of  agents] 
to  a  quantity  of  aspirin, 
which  they  seem  to  be 
doing  here,  is  absolute 
nonsense,"  said  Sidel,  who 
is  a  professor  of  social 
medicine  at  Montefiore 
Medical  Center  and  Albert 
Einstein  College  of 
Medicine  in  New  York. 

"It's  impossible  ever  to 
say  that  the  risk  is  zero," 
said  Sidel.  He  said  he  is 
concerned  that  either  a 
breach  of  containment  of  a 
pathogen  or  an  infection  of 
a  laboratory  worker  could 
pose  a  risk  to  people  out¬ 
side  the  proposed  National 
Biocontainment 
Laboratory,  which  will 
include  Biosafety  Level  3 
and  4  laboratories. 

Sidel  noted  that  in  2000, 
a  microbiologist  working  at 
the  U.S.  Army  Medical 
Research  Institute  for 
Infectious  Diseases  was 
infected  with  Burkholderia 
mallei,  which  causes  the 
horse  disease,  glanders, 
and  is  a  bio-warfare  agent. 

Robert  M.  Gould,  a 
pathologist  based  in  San 
Francisco  and  the  immedi¬ 
ate  past  president  of 
Physicians  for  Social 
Responsibility,  called  the 


statement  "a  manipulative 
way  to  put  out  the  infor¬ 
mation." 

"You  don't  need  a  lot  of 
organisms,  because  they 
are  capable  of  multiply¬ 
ing,"  said  Gould,  who  has 
written  about  biological 
weapons. 

Also  responding  to  the 
statement  was  Neil  Levitt, 
a  former  researcher  who 
had  worked  at  a  military 
lab  in  Maryland  for  17 


years. 

Levitt  called  the  state¬ 
ment  "an  old  PR  ploy  used 
to  minimize  the  perceived 
risks  to  the  community." 

Depending  on  what 
pathogens  are  studied,  said 
Levitt,  there  could  be  as 
many  as  one  billion  virus 
particles  per  milliliter  of 
material.  "You  don't  need  a 
lot  for  an  accidental  release 
to  occur,"  he  said. 

Levitt  also  questioned 
whether  the  total  amount 
of  agents  studied  in  the 
laboratory  would  be  so 
small  as  "to  equal  1/ 100th 
of  an  aspirin  tablet."  "They 
are  going  to  have  to  pro¬ 
duce  larger  stocks  of  each 
type  of  agent  to  be  studied 
from  the  original  amounts 
on  hand  for  any  meaning¬ 
ful  research  projects,"  said 
Levitt. 

Levitt  testified  in  front 
of  the  U.S.  Senate  in  1988 
about  the  disappearance  of 
more  than  two  liters  of 
Chikungunya,  a  non-fatal 
viral  disease,  from  the 
Biosafety  Level  3  lab  where 
he  was  working. 


MIT  microbiology  pro¬ 
fessor  Jonathan  King,  who 
recently  publicly  opposed 
the  proposed  Boston 
University  Medical  Center 
laboratory,  said  that  the 
statement  in  the  flyer 
"deeply  misrepresents  the 
nature  of  these  organisms. 
These  amounts  physically 
don't  take  up  much  space." 

King  said  that  one 
needs  only  to  be  exposed 
to  "microscopic  amounts" 
to  become  infected  and 
then  spread  illness  to 
others. 

Underscoring  his  con¬ 
cerns  about  the  proposed 
biodefense  laboratory. 
King  mentioned  a  recent 
incident  in  which  a 
Biosafety  Level  4 
researcher  in  Taiwan 
was  unknowingly  infect¬ 
ed  with  SARS  and  trav¬ 
eled  to  Singapore  before 
seeking  medical  atten¬ 
tion.  The  researcher  is 
believed  to  have  con¬ 
tracted  SARS  while 
studying  it  in  the  lab. 

But  Jack  Murphy, 
Boston  University 
Medical  Center's  associ¬ 
ate  director  of  molecular 
medicine,  stood  behind 
the  statement,  calling  it 
"absolutely  true." 

Murphy  said  the 
quantity  of  agents  stud¬ 
ied  would  be  "vanishingly 
small." 

Besides,  he  said,  the 
agents  would  be  stored  in 
double-locked  containers 
inside  highly  secured  labs 
that  would  be  sectioned  off 
from  each  other. 

"It's  not  as  though  these 
infectious  agents  would  be 
sitting  around  all  the  time," 
said  Murphy. 

Additionally,  said 
Murphy,  protocols  would 
be  in  place  in  the  case  of  a 
lab  worker  infection  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  worker  from 
spreading  diseases  to  oth¬ 
ers. 

Boston  University 
Medical  Center,  which  will 
receive  funding  from  the 
federal  government  to 
build  the  biodefense  labo¬ 
ratory,  maintains  that  high- 
tech  safety  features  will 
protect  against  any  release 
at  the  lab. 

Listed  on  the  flyer  are 
the  letterheads  of  the 
Mayor's  office,  the  Boston 
Redevelopment  Authority, 
Boston  University  Medical 
Center,  and  the  Boston 
Public  Health  Commission. 


BOSTON 

UNIVERSITY 

MEDICAL 

CENTER 


FACTS  ABOUT  THE 
BU  MEDICAL  CENTER 
LABORATORY 

SAFETY 

Biosafety  Level  4  (BSL-4)  laboratories 
in  North  America  have  more  than  73 
combined  years  of  operation  with  a 
perfect  safety  record  there  has  never 
been  a  community  incident  or  environ¬ 
mental  release  connected  with  a  labora¬ 
tory  of  this  kind.  It  will  exceed  the  fed¬ 
eral  government  requirements  for  con¬ 
struction  and  operation.  The  quantities 
of  agents  that  will  be  tested  are  too 
small  to  pose  risk  to  the  local  area 
they  are  equivalent  to  1/1 00th  of  an 
aspirin  tablet. 

Excerpt  from  flyer 


Change  your  winter  forecast  to  clear, 
and  bright  with  temps  in  the  70's. 

Does  the  thought  of  last  winter  still 
leave  you  with  a  chill?  Discover  the  warm 
and  inviting  lifestyle  of  Linden  Ponds,  com¬ 
ing  soon  to  the  South  Shore.  Our  endless 
list  of  amenities  and  unbeatable  social  life 
will  make  it  easy  to  stay  active  all  winter 
long.  Be  sure  to  call  today — demand  for 
our  apartment  homes  is  really  heating  up. 

(781)  337-2255  or  toll-free  1-800-832-! 

Erickson’s  scholarship  program  is  available  to  qualified  applicants.  Call  for  details. 

You  must  be  62  years  of  age  or  better  to  enjoy  the  incomparable  Erickson  lifestyle. 


To  learn  more,  call  to 
request  your  FREE 
Information  Kit 


BU  Boasts  Bio  defense  Lab's 
High-Tech  Safety  Features 


By  Adam  Smith 

Boston  University  demonstrated  the  safe¬ 
ty  features  that  will  be  in  place  at  its  pro¬ 
posed  biodefense  laboratory,  at  a  meeting 
on  February  17. 

The  proposed  laboratory,  which  has 
stirred  up  controversy  in  recent  months,  will 
house  research  of  the  world's  most  highly 
hazardous  pathogens  -  some  that  could  be 
developed  by  terrorists  into  biological 
weapons  -  to  search  for  vaccines  and  thera¬ 
pies. 

Known  as  a  National  Biocontainment 
Laboratory,  the  facility  will  be  housed  in  a 
223,000-square-foot,  10-story  building  in  the 
South  End. 

"Approximately  20%  of  this  building  will 
be  what  we  call  a  'high  containment'  labora¬ 
tory,"  said  Richard  J.  Towle,  senior  vice 
president  of  BU. 

The  high  containment  lab  is  known  as  a 
Biosafety  Level  4  laboratory.  Only  about 
four  such  labs  are  in  operation  in  the  United 
States.  According  to  Towle,  the  laboratory 
would  be  built  "like  a  submarine  sealed 
inside  a  giant  bank  vault." 

Special  filters  would  prevent  the  "tiniest 
infectious  agent"  from  leaving  the  laborato¬ 
ries  by  air.  "Air  leaving  the  building  is  clean¬ 
er  than  the  air  coming  in,"  he  said. 

Waste  would  be  decontaminated  in  ster¬ 
ilization  tanks,  according  to  Towle. 

Additionally,  air  would  be  drawn  to  the 
lab  instead  of  out.  "The  air  pressure  drops  as 
we  approach  the  high  containment  labs." 

In  the  Biosafety  Level  4  laboratories 
researchers  would  work  in  pairs  to  help 
ensure  proper  disposal  and  storage  of 
agents,  said  Towle. 

Outside  the  laboratory,  a  security  fence 
"capable  of  stopping  a  tractor  trailer  at  45 
miles  an  hour"  would  be  in  place. 

There  would  also  be  a  150-foot  security 
perimeter  around  the  facility,  and  employ¬ 


ees  would  need  ID  cards  and  to  undergo 
biometrics  screening  to  enter. 

"In  the  lobby,  they  will  be  screened  by  a 
security  officer,  much  the  way  you  are 
screened  at  the  airport,"  Towle  said. 

Many  people  have  expressed  concerns 
about  the  safety  of  the  laboratory,  which 
would  be  located  in  a  densely  populated 
area  of  the  city,  because  they  fear  a  deadly 
pathogen  could  somehow  escape  the  labora¬ 
tory  —  by  an  infected  worker,  terrorism,  or  a 
mechanical  malfunction.  They  cite  near 
misses  at  similar  biodefense  labs,  such  as  an 
incident  reported  on  February  19  of  a 
Maryland  lab  worker  who  was  possibly 
exposed  to  Ebola  and  is  under  quarantine. 

BU  and  its  medical  center  were  awarded 
$128  million  from  the  National  Institute  of 
Allergy  and  Infectious  Diseases  to  construct 
the  biodefense  laboratory. 


Pine 

Homes 

1  NOW 

RENTING  1 

2  BDRM  Affordable  Units 
Heat  &  Hot  Water  Included 
Starting  at  $686.00 

Please  apply  at  the  PINE 

HOMES  RENTAL  OFFICE: 

V  -  '  >  *  '  , 

469  Pine  Grove  Drive 
Brockton,  MA  02301 

Please  call  for  income 
guidelines  at  508-584-3300. 
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Equal  Housing  Opportunity 


The  Chinatown 

Leather  District  Central  Artery  Advisory  Committee 
The  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
The  Massachusetts  Turnpike  Authority 

Jointly  invite  you  to  a 


Context*  Meeting 
on  Parcel  23D 

(Chinatown/Leather  District)  Park 


Monday,  February  23,  2004 
Meeting  starts  promptly  at  6:00  PM 
St.  James  the  Greater  Church 
125  Harrison  Avenue,  Boston 

*The  Artery  Business  Committee  and  its  consultants  will  present  their  on¬ 
going  study  of  parcels  abutting  the  Parcel  23D  Park  and  their 
recommendations. 

Cantonese  translation  will  be  provided. 

Related  meetings: 

•  South  Bay  Planning  Study  -  Community  Charrette,  Saturday, 
February  28,  2004,  from  10:00am  -  4:00pm  at  185  Kneeland  Street. 

•  Parcel  24  -  Monday,  March  1,  2004,  6:00pm,  St.  James  Church,  125 
Harrison  Avenue. 

For  more  information,  contact  Stephanie  Fan,  Chinatown  Co-chair,  at 
617.357.7079  or  sfanpeach@aol.com  or  David  Seeley,  Leather  District 
Co-chair,  at  seeley@daveseeley.com. 


HEALTH 


Sampan  February  20,  2003  P.  6 


Purchasing  Clerk 


Reporting  to  the  Director  of  Purchasing  and  Risk  Management, 
the  Purchasing  Clerk’s  responsibilities  will  include:  1)  Date 
stamp  all  requisitions  and  post  budget  balances;  2)  Data  entry  of 
purchasing  requisitions  using  the  online  computer  system  to 
create  purchase  orders;  3)  Ensure  timely  purchasing;  4)  Answer 
and  screen  phone  calls;  5)  Advise  departments  and  vendor 
representatives  on  policies  and  college  procedures;  6) 
Respond  to  order-related  inquiries  and  aid  in  resolving  problems 
and  expediting  orders  as  required;  7)  Distribute  authorized 
end  users  the  Corporate  American  Express  card,  taxi  vouchers, 
airline  tickets  and  hotel  accommodations;  8)  Maintain  all 
department  files  in  a  neat  and  orderly  manner  including  purchase 
orders,  vendor  files,  bids,  insurance  documents  and  product 
literature;  and  9)  Perform  other  duties  as  assigned. 

Associate  Degree  and/or  related  work  experience  and  excellent 
organizational,  interpersonal  and  data  entry  skills  required. 

Send  cover  letter  and  resume  to: 

Subject:  PC 

Office  of  Human  Resources 
Emerson  College 
120  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 
E-mail:  employment@emerson.edu 

Emerson  College  is  an  Affirmative  Action/ 

Equal  Employment  Opportunity  Employer. 

Emerson  College 

BRINGING  INNOVATION  TO  COMMUNICATION  AND  THE  ARTS 


WWW. EMERSON.EDU 


Events  Coordinator  (Part-Time) 


Responsible  for  the  coordination  of  all  on  and  off  campus 
law  school  admissions  events  to  include  coordinating  space 
with  off-campus  facilities  such  as  hotels  and  law  firms,  as 
well  as  on-campus  space.  Coordinate  the  distribution  of 
informational  materials,  monitor  expenditures,  and 
coordinate  follow-up.  Responsible  for  maintaining  well 
documented  procedures  for  planning  and  follow  up  on  all 
events,  assisting  in  customer  service  for  daily  visitors  to  the 
campus.  Previous  event  planning  experience,  preferably  in 
admissions.  Three  to  five  years  of  experience  working  with 
outside  vendors,  planning  and  tracking  event  coordination, 
utilizing  customer  service  skills,  working  with  students  and 
juggling  multiple  tasks  is  a  must.  A  Bachelor's  degree  is 
required.  This  position  is  14  hours  a  week,  for  10  months 
(July  1-  April  30). 

Send  resume  to  MJ  Knoll,  101  Knowles  Hall, 

Northeastern  University,  360  Huntington  Avenue, 

Boston,  MA  02115. 

Northeastern  University  is  an  Equal  Opportunity/ 

Affirmative  Action,  Title  IX  Employer. 


Northeastern 

UNIVERSITY 


Educators  of  Color 

JOB  FAIR 


Affirmative  Action  Recruitment 
Consortium  of  Eastern  Massachusetts 

WHEN:  Saturday,  March  6, 2004 
1 0:00a.m.  -  2:00p.m. 

Snow  date:  March  13,2004 

WHERE:  Cambridge  Rindge  and  Latin  High  School 
459  Broadway  Street,  Cambridge,  MA 

AARC  is  a  recruiting  consortium  of  25  eastern  Massachusetts 
and  Cape  Cod  communities  that  are  actively  looking  for  out¬ 
standing  candidates  of  color  for  teaching  and  administrative 
positions.  If  you  are  a  candidate  of  color,  seeking  either  initial 
employment  or  a  change,  bring  thirty  (30)  copies  of  your 
resume  and  cover  letter  to  the  job  fair.  In  addition,  we  encour¬ 
age  you  to  apply  online  at  AARC-MA.org.  Certification  not 
a  requirement  to  attend.  Representatives  from  the  following 
Massachusetts  communities  will  be  present 
Acton-Boxborough  Public  Schools  Lincoln-Sudbury  Regional  District 


Andover  Public  Schools 
Arlington  Public  Schools 
Barnstable  Public  Schools 
Bedford  Public  Schools 
Belmont  Public  Schools 
Brookline  Public  Schools 
Cambridge  Public  Schools 
Concord/Concord-Carlisle  Public  Schools 
Dennis- Yarmouth  Regional  Schools 
Falmouth  Public  Schools 
Framingham  Public  Schools 
Lexington  Public  Schools 

Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


Marlborough  Public  Schools 
Natick  Public  Schools 
Needham  Public  Schools 
Newton  Public  Schools 
Old  Rochester  Regional  District 
Plymouth  Public  Schools 
Randolph  Public  Schools 
Somerville  Public  Schools 
Wayland  Public  Schools 
Wellesley  Public  Schools 
Weston  Public  Schools 


Article  Funded  by  the  Asian  Health  Initiative  of  Tufts-New  England  Medical  Center 


Health  Corner 

Service  for  Elders  SHINES 

By  Diana  Norian 

Elderly  low-income  earners  will 
"SHINE"  when  they  learn  about  a 
program  that  provides  free  health 
services. 

SHINE  stands  for  Serving 
Health  Information  Needs  of 
Elders.  The  SHINE  program  is  a 
free,  health-insurance  counseling 
and  assistance  program  funded  by 
the  Massachusetts  Executive  Office 
of  Elder  Affairs  and  administered 
by  Greater  Boston  Chinese  Golden 
Age  Center. 

Certified  counselors  can  help 
elders  who  have  language  barriers 


better  understand  their  health  ben¬ 
efits,  including  Medicare, 

MediGap,  Medicare  HMOs, 
MassHealth,  prescription  drug  pro¬ 
grams,  free  care  and  other  health 
care  assistance  programs. 

For  more  information,  please 
contact  Wendy  Wong,  the  director 
of  the  program,  at  617-357-0226. 

Medicare  Deductibles  Up 

Did  you  know  that  there  are 
important  new  Medicare  premium 
and  deductible  rates  for  2004? 

The  Department  of  Health  and 
Human  Services  (HHS)  announced 
the  Medicare  premium,  deductible 
and  co-insurance  amounts  to  be 
paid  by  Medicare  beneficiaries  in 
2004. 

For  Medicare  Part  A,  which 


pays  for  inpatient  hospital,  skilled 
nursing  facility,  and  some  home 
health  care,  the  deductible  paid  by 
the  beneficiary  will  be  $876  in  2004, 
an  increase  of  $36  from  last  year's 
$840  deductible. 

The  monthly  premium  paid  by 
beneficiaries  enrolled  in  Medicare 
Part  B,  which  covers  physician  ser¬ 
vices,  outpatient  hospital  services, 
certain  home  health  services, 
durable  medical  equipment  and 
other  items,  will  be  $66.60,  an 
increase  of  13.5%  or  $7.90  over  the 
$58.70  premium  for  2003. 

Also,  Social  Security  and 
Supplemental  Security  Income  (SSI) 
beneficiaries  will  receive  a  2.1% 
Cost-of  Living  Adjustment  for  2003. 
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The  Public  Schools  of  Brookline,  Mass. 

i  I  -S, 

Anticipated  Openings  for 
the  2004-2005  School  Year 

Resumes  are  now  being  accepted  for  the  following  positions: 

Elementary 

K-5  Teacher  •  English,  Grade  7/8 

Brookline  High  School 

Art  •  English  •  Math  •  Biology,  Chemistry,  Physics 
Social  Studies  •  Curriculum  Coordinator/Chair 
English  Department 

The  Coordinator  is  responsible  for  the  supervision,  management 
and  operation  of  the  Department,  including  program  planning. 

Systemwide 

Director  of  Athletics 

The  Director  is  responsible  for  providing  overall  leadership  and 
coordination  among  the  various  sports  to  facilitate  programs. 
Responsible  for  administering  all  interscholastic  policies  and 
procedures  in  compliance  with  the  MIAA. 

Qualified  candidates  should  send  under  one  cover, 
letter  of  interest,  resume,  proof  of  Massachusetts  license  and 
three  letters  of  recommendation  to:  Stephen  J.  Barrasso, 
Director  of  Human  Resources,  333  Washington  St., 
Brookline,  MA  02445.  FAX:  617-730-2108. 
www.brookline.mec.edu 

Deadline:  Friday,  February  27,  2004 
An  Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity  Employer 
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TOWN  OF  BROOKLINE 

DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

Coordinator  of  Emergency  Preparation 


,  **-*****■**«," 

Seeking  an  applicant  to  develop  the  Department's  Emergency  Plan; 
organize  a  Reserve  Medical  Corps  to  assist  in  achieving  certification 
through  the  National  Public  Health  Ready  Program;  and  represent 
the  department  in  a  variety  of  local  and  regional  emergency 
preparation  venues. 

Excellent  oral  and  written  comm,  skills,  public  health  experience 
(MPH  preferred),  RN  or  other  clinical  credentials  preferred. 

25-30  hours  per  week  (flexible  schedule)  plus  generous  benefits. 
Salary  $26.00-$28.00/hour. 

Resume  and  cover  letter  by  February  27,  2004  to: 

Town  of  Brookline,  Human  Resources,  3rd  Flooq 
333  Washington  Street,  Brookline,  MA  02445. 

AA/EOE/ADA 


www.townofbrooklinemass.com 


TOWN  OF  BROOKLINE 


Heavy  Equipment  Operators 


Heavy  equipment  operation  (back  hoes,  dump  trucks,  bobcat,  front-end 
loaders,  bucket  trucks)  and  manual  labor  repairing  and  maintaining 
water  and  sewer  lines,  constructing  highways  or  maintenance  of  parks, 
playgrounds  and  athletic  fields.  1-2  years  exp.  driving  commercial 
vehicles,  M A  CDL  Class  A  or  B,  MA  Hoisting  Engineers  License 
Class  2B  or  ability  to  obtain  within  6  months  of  employment. 
Salary  $724-$771  /  week  plus  generous  benefits.  Applicants  must  com¬ 
plete  a  Civil  Service  -  Labor  Service  Application,  available  on-line  or  at 
the  address  below. 


Seasonal  Laborers 


K3? 


e  Spring/Summer  season  to  assist  the 
is  of  Public  Works.  Will  maintain  parks. 


Highway  and  Park  Divisions 
playgrounds,  and  athletic  fields,  roadway  clean-up  and  repair,  and 
assist  in  sanitation.  Ability  to  use  small  hand  tools,  mowers  and  leaf 
blowers,  and  to  perform  moderate  to  heavy  labor  under  various  weath¬ 
er  conditions.  Must  be  18  or  older  and  possess  a  valid  MA  driver. 

Applications  by  February  27,  2004  to: 

Town  of  Brookline,  Human  Resources, 

3rd  Floor,  333  Washington  Street,  Brookline,  MA  02445. 

AA/EOE/ADA 


www.townofbrooklinemass.com 


SARS/  FROM  PAGE  1 

will  be  on  the  market. 

So  far,  the  antibody  has  been  able  to  neutral¬ 
ize  SARS  infection  in  laboratory  tests  by  block¬ 
ing  the  virus  from  entering  cultured  cells, 
according  to  Dana-Farber. 

Sui  attributed  the  speed  of  the  discovery  to 
the  collaboration  between  researchers  from 
Dana-Farber,  Brigham  and  Women's  Hospital, 
the  U.S.  Centers  for  Disease  Control  and 
Prevention,  and  Children's  Hospital  Boston. 

Because  she  is  from  China,  Sui  said  her  SARS 
research  has  a  personal  element. 

"Last  year  in  April,  my  parents  were  plan¬ 
ning  to  visit.  They  came  to  the  U.S.  when  the 
outbreak  was  very  scary  in  China.  And  when  I 
picked  them  up  [at  the  airport],  they  were  all 
wearing  the  masks,"  said  Sui,  who  has  lived  in 
the  U.S.  for  three  years. 

"My  parents  were  here  when  I  started  identi¬ 
fying  the  antibody,"  she  said. 

Severe  acute  respiratory  syndrome,  or  SARS, 
is  highly  contagious  and  sometimes  fatal. 

Hitting  China  the  hardest,  the  virus  killed  nearly 
800  people  after  it  was  reported  in  Asia  in 
February  2003.  SARS  spread  to  more  than  two 
dozen  countries  and  infected  nearly  8,100  people 
before  it  was  contained. 

Though  there  is  no  current  crisis,  the  SARS 
threat  has  not  been  eradicated. 

Sui  said  she  is  hopeful  that  China's  ability  to 
respond  more  quickly  to  SARS  will  prevent  an 
outbreak  as  large  as  the  original. 

"More  and  more  people  know  about  this  dis¬ 
ease  so  it  will  help  people  make  decisions  to 
help  prevent  its  spread." 

BIOTECH  GRADS/FROM  PAGE  5 

The  graduates,  Peter  Chiu  and  Wen  Wei  Yu, 
were  recruited  into  the  program  by  the  Asian 
American  Civic  Association,  which  publishes 
the  Sampan.  Before  entering  training,  both  stu¬ 
dents  were  part  of  a  four-month  Adult 
Secondary  Education  course,  which  helped  them 
improve  their  reading  and  math  skills,  as  well  as 
give  them  an  introduction  to  the  biotech  field. 
Yu,  who  has  been  in  the  U.S.  for  18  months,  also 
studied  in  AACA's  Adult  Basic  Education  pro¬ 
gram.  Chiu  delivers  papers  for  the  Sampan  and 
is  involved  in  Malden's  Asian  Spectrum  cable 
access  program. 

The  goal  of  the  three-week  bio-manufactur- 
ing  training  program  was  to  prepare  students 
for  jobs  as  biomanufacturing  technicians,  who 
assist  in  the  production  of  new  drugs  before 
they  are  shipped  to  hospitals  and  medical  pro¬ 
fessionals.  The  jobs  usually  pay  entry-level 
salaries  of  $28,000  to  $44,000  a  year.  —R.  Goldberg 

CHINATOWN/FROM  PAGE  4 

a  plan  does  not  respect  the  original  inhabitants 
or  pay  attention  to  their  concerns,  the  result 
would  simply  lead  to  the  disintegration  of  the 
community  or  cause  the  poorer  segments  of  the 
population  to  leave,  to  move  away." 

To  conduct  his  research,  Siu  worked  with 
Chinatown  residents  and  other  Boston  residents. 

"I  gave  each  participant  (in  the  study)  an 
instant  camera,  allowing  them  to  take  pictures  of 
their  daily  lives  and  their  environment,"  said 
Siu.  "Then  1  used  these  photos  as  topics  of  con¬ 
versation,  talking  to  them  about  their  lives  in 
Chinatown."  Story  translated  by  Helen  Kwok 
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Opinion 


By  Fred  Chin 

The  current  debate  on  gay 
marriage  is  very  political  with 
wild  definitions.  From  left  and 
right,  the  words  are  twisted. 
Reading  and  listening  to  the 
debate,  Asians  are  tossed  back  to 
a  time  when  Asian  marriages  fell 
onto  shaky  legal  and  social 
grounds. 

Since  the  colonial  centuries, 
cross-continent  legal  and  cultural 
institutions  argued  and  fought 
with  no  dignified  resolution.  The 
Church  was  the  least  helpful. 
Then,  the  Church  representing 
the  West  was  positioned  to  medi¬ 
ate  in  recognizing  different  East- 
West  cultural  meanings  on  mar¬ 
riage.  Eventually,  it  was  the  gov¬ 
ernments  and  sympathetic  civil¬ 
ians  in  Western  societies  who 
offered  civil  and  legal  compro¬ 
mises. 

Certification  of  Asian  mar¬ 
riages  using  personal  affidavits 
from  relatives,  friends  or  neigh¬ 
bors  has  been  a  required  docu¬ 
mentary  process  to  legitimize 
Asian  civil  unions,  thus  legit¬ 
imizing  the  children,  for  Asians 
immigrating  to  Western  coun¬ 
tries. 

With  translations  in  appropri¬ 
ate  Romance  languages,  the  extra 
documents  Asians  have  to  pre¬ 
sent  to  make  Asian  marriages 
legitimate  are  a  messy,  and  at 
times  cruel,  requirement.  It  can 
be  bad  news  for  many.  Couples 
with  grandchildren  are  pre¬ 
sumed  to  be  shacking  up. 
Documentation  brings  headaches 
and  misunderstandings.  It  is 
tough  for  older  couples  to  find 
living  friends  or  relatives  to 
attest  to  their  civil  union  cere¬ 
monies  decades  ago.  Asians  who 
are  from  literate  or  cultured 
social  circles  are  not  spared  the 
indignities.  American  authorities 
scrutinize  the  foreign  marriage 
certification  with  an  eye  for 
fraud. 

An  opportunity  is  here  to 
revisit  past  errors  on  the  defini¬ 
tion  of  marriage.  For  a  common 
good,  this  rare  initiative  to 
resolve  a  cultural  dilemma  is  a 
civic  responsibility  for  the  21st 
century  Asian  generation. 

In  Asia 

For  the  Christian  church,  hus¬ 
bands  and  wives  from  secular 
Asia  are  not  married  in  the  eyes 
of  God. 

By  established  custom,  long 
before  the  colonial  era,  all  wed¬ 
dings  in  Asia  were  civil  unions, 
the  exception  being  those  church 
weddings  of  Asian  converts. 

There  are  perversions  in 
Asian  church  weddings: 
Attendants  of  a  church  who  are 
still  wavering  on  baptism  are 
allowed  the  sacrament  of  a 
Christian  wedding.  The  wealthy 
and  famous  are  permitted  a  fabu¬ 
lous  church  wedding  even 
though  the  bride  and  groom  are 
practicing  Buddhists  or  Atheists. 
In  the  Philippines,  the  Catholic 
bridal  couple  kneeling  at  the 
altar  is  given  the  sacraments 
regardless  of  his  or  her  prior  civil 
marriage(s)  and  zero  baptismal 
or  church  attendance  records.  In 
Asia,  paying  for  a  church  wed¬ 
ding  with  rented  gowns  and 
suits  has  been  a  social  statement 
of  fashion,  social  mobility,  dra¬ 
matic  formality,  and  photo 
opportunity.  From  a  face-gain¬ 
ing  occasion,  the  wedded  couples 
also  gain  a  marriage  certificate 


issued  by  the  church  together 
with  their  Asian  names  filling  the 
pages  of  the  church's  Marriage 
Registry. 

Normally,  weddings  in  Asia 
are  Animist,  Buddhist, 

Confucian,  Hindu,  or  Moslem 
civil  ceremonies.  The  occasion  is 
a  major  family  or  clan  celebra¬ 
tion.  Family-arranged  marriages 
are  an  ongoing  practice.  The 
wedding  is  more  social  and  spiri¬ 
tual,  less  religious.  The  marriage 
rituals  honor  family  and  clan, 
with  the  newlyweds  formally 
recognized  as  a  couple  with  a 
defined  clan  position.  Though 
fate  is  invoked,  is  there  really  an 
Asian  belief  in  the  'divine  sacred¬ 
ness'  of  a  marriage?  Asians  who 
follow  the  horoscope  may  believe 
in  their  heavenly  stars.  Asians 
see  marriage  as  a  sacred  social 
covenant  between  families. 

At  times,  Asian  values  accom¬ 
modated  same  gender  attraction, 
romance,  eroticism,  and  marriage 
into  the  broad  spectrum  of 
human  social  intercourse.  Each 
Asian  culture  has  its  own  inter¬ 
pretation  and  place  for  people 
who  desire  same-gender  sex,  and 
they  are  specific  to  historical 
time.  Same-gender  sexuality  in 
Asia  was  rarely  judged  the 
Biblical  equivalent  of  an  abomi¬ 
nation. 

Long  before  historical  times 
when  same-gender  sex  was 
abomination,  the  Kama  Sutra, 
which  described  same-gender 
sex,  was  in  circulation  from  India 
to  Japan.  The  Buddhist  scripture, 
called  the  Tri-Pitaka  and  written 
2500  years  ago,  is  equally  explic¬ 
it.  Lord  Gautama  Sakyamuni 
Buddha,  in  the  Vinaya  volume, 
recognized  a  community  of  men 
"who  suck  the  lingam  and  swal¬ 
low  the  semen  to  calm  their  pas¬ 
sion"  as  men  deserving  a  place 
among  his  followers. 

Asian  customs  on  marriage 
vary.  Where  pre-marital  sex  is 
forbidden,  sexual  intercourse 
immediately  makes  the  couple 
married.  Where  pre-marital  sex 
is  expected,  family  permission 
with  a  formal  home  ceremony 
gives  a  married  status. 

In  Asia,  to  register  a  wedding 
with  the  local  government  is  a 
recent  and  not  uniformly 
enforced  practice.  Families  and 
friends  do  not  necessarily  accept 
a  registered  couple  as  formally 
married  unless  they  performed 
the  traditional  civil  ceremony. 
There  are  newlyweds  who  post¬ 
pone  the  marriage  consumma¬ 
tion  until  the  official  certificate  is 
issued;  or  as  a  birth  control 
method,  until  the  Green  Card 
arrives. 

There  are  still  Asians  who 
resist  registering  a  marriage. 

They  resist  because  they  are 
showing  rejection  of  the  appoint¬ 
ed  local  officials  or  disdain  for  a 
custom  of  colonial  origin.  Or, 
they  simply  do  not  have  the  time 
and  the  money  for  an  extra  trip 
to  city  hall.  The  good  news  is 
that  marriage  customs  in  Asia 
are  getting  more  fascinating  and 
less  bewildering. 

Tong  Zhi 

The  most  fascinating  of  Asian 
marriages  is  the  visible  resur¬ 
gence  of  same-gender  Asian  cou¬ 
plings  during  the  past  20  years. 
Each  country  has  its  own  culture- 
specific  characteristics.  Same- 
gender  Asian  marriage  certifi¬ 
cates  have  been  issued  and 
recorded  -even  in  provinces  in 


Married  Or  United? 


China.  Generally,  a  better 
informed  and  more  liberated 
generation  of  women  and  men 
across  Asia  is  reconciling  person¬ 
al  sexuality  and  is  living  freely 
the  lifestyle  the  largest  Chinese 
cultural  group  has  named  Tong 
Zhi  -  Comrade. 

Claiming  the  Maoist  saluta¬ 
tion  for  same-gender  identity, 
and  community,  signifies 
advanced  Asian  social  conscious¬ 
ness.  The  name  in  Chinese 
Mandarin  dialect  offers  solidarity 
to  the  Hua-ren  Chinese  cultural 
community.  The  idea  of  unity, 
ambition,  resistance,  and  struggle 
appeals  to  all  Asians. 

A  Tong  Zhi  self-identity 
expresses  Asian  cultural  distinc¬ 
tion  by  reclaiming  a  family  ori¬ 
ented  sexuality  that  became  a 
stigma  from  political  and  cultural 
domination.  This  tyranny  goes 
back  to  the  police  control  policies 
of  colonialism  that  later  pro¬ 
duced  authoritarian  govern¬ 
ments.  The  term  Comrade  toys 
with  ideological  oppression  of  all 
human  sexuality,  while  giving  a 
fresh  interpretation  to  individual 
sexuality  relevant  to  Asian  cul¬ 
tural  values  and  social  history. 

Because  every  person  tradi¬ 
tionally  must  be  married  in  the 
family  oriented  cultural  and  eco¬ 
nomic  systems  of  China,  even 
matchmakers  provided  same 
gender  matching  services.  When 
a  match  was  sealed,  the  wedding 
involving  a  live  rooster  draped  in 
a  red  sash,  or  a  live  hen  wrapped 
in  gold  jewelry  and  covered  with 
a  red  veil,  stood  as  substitute  for 
the  person  the  two  families 
decided  to  be  the  spouse 
absorbed  by  the  socially  domi¬ 
nant  groom  or  bride  family. 

After  the  ceremony  in  front  of 
the  ancestral  altar,  the  in-coming 
spouse  would  enter  the  home 
and  go  directly  to  the  bedroom. 
Starting  that  day,  the  new  arrival 
in  the  household  would  take  the 
role  of  a  supportive  in-law  with 
privileges  to  wear  mourning,  to 
inherit,  and  to  give  red  envelope 
gifts. 

Human  sexuality  never  exist¬ 
ed  independently  from  world 
history  and  from  the  political 
and  military  campaigns.  Arab 
traders  who  came  to  South  Asia 
are  thought  to  have  influenced 
views  on  sexuality  in  that  region. 
Many  Chinese  still  think  the  sex¬ 
ual  practice  is  imported  through 
the  tyranny  of  a  decadent  West. 
In  reality,  by  the  time  the 
Europeans  arrived  in  Asia  - 
Shanghai,  Mandalay,  or  Bali  -  it 
was  party  time  for  some,  and 
penance  time  for  others. 

Americans  are  the  last  to 
arrive  in  the  post-colonial  scenes 
of  Asian  sexual  uncertainty. 

Many  Asian  cities,  such  as 
Bangkok,  have  famous  "red  light 
zones,"  which  have  social  histo¬ 
ries  of  sexual  intrigue.  The 
intrigue  of  these  districts  is  not 
exclusively  that  of  GIs  meeting 
female  prostitutes.  It  is  well 
known  locally  that  the  sex  indus¬ 
try  of  pretty  Asian  boys  dressed 
like  cheap  girls  survives  through 
the  dollars  of  foreign  visitors, 
including  Americans. 

In  America 

The  United  States  -  the  loud¬ 
est  champion  for  freedom,  equal¬ 
ity,  and  civil  rights-  is  now  being 
watched  around  the  world  in 
more  ways  than  one. 

Western  evangelic  fervor  has 
been  entertainment  for  Asians 


watching  the  hypocrisy  of  the 
half-blinded  Christian  missionar¬ 
ies  who  tried  to  convert  the 
"godless  savages."  Nonetheless 
Asians  saw  the  humanity  in  a 
people  who  asserted  superiority. 
In  the  end,  the  political  agendas 
for  money,  military  and  mission¬ 
ary  purposes  were  vindicated. 

All  the  games  and  hostilities;  all 
these  clashes;  to  what  end? 

Christian  denial  of  Asian  sex¬ 
uality  caused  much  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  cultural  confusion,  Asian 
and  American,  on  human  sexual- 
ity. 

Luckily,  more  people  are  find¬ 
ing  a  respectful  commonality 
with  the  nature  of  sexual  desires. 
It  appears  as  if  the  Christian 
political  and  religious  traditions 
that  changed  Asia,  reverberated 
across  Europe,  and  have  now 
come  to  exact  change  in  the 
world's  leading  democracy. 

In  the  West,  it  was  only  about 
a  hundred  years  ago  that  the 
world  of  medicine  started  using 
the  terms  "homo"  and  "hetero" 
for  same-gender  and  opposite- 
gender  sexual  attractions. 
Psychologist  Freud  helped  popu¬ 
larize  the  words  when  he  uncov¬ 
ered  the  existence  of  a  Western 
libido  (Hallelujah!)  after  noticing 
a  common  urgency  for  same-gen¬ 
der  sexual  fantasies  among  his 
Jewish  female  patients  from  the 
German  ghettos.  Freud,  a  main¬ 
stream  German  who  was  Jewish, 
overlooked  the  horrors  of  cultur¬ 
al,  gender,  and  religious  oppres¬ 
sion,  and  treated  the  women's 
split  sexual  fantasies  as  causes  of 
their  illness  he  diagnosed  as 
female  hysteria. 

It  is  also  interesting  to  note 
that  Freud  and  a  fellow  psychol¬ 
ogist  Wilhelm  Fleiss,  who  were 
exploring  the  dual  human 
propensity  for  sex  with  both  the 
opposite  and  same  gender,  have 
left  behind  intimate  correspon¬ 
dence  -  written  in  the  romantic 
style  of  letters  Chinese  male 
scholars  once  wrote  to  each  other 
to  express  love  and  longing  for 


each  other's  company. 

When  the  West  introduced 
Christian  love  to  Asia,  it  affected 
Asian  sensual  values,  such  as 
those  of  affection  and  passion. 
The  Chinese  esteem  for  Gan  Qing 
(Cantonese:  Kam  Ching),  and  the 
Buddhist  compassion  principle 
called  Metta,  became  more 
romantic,  felt  deeper  with  expan¬ 
sive  meanings,  excited  erotic 
awareness,  and  compelled  natur¬ 
al  sentiments  for  long  lasting  sta¬ 
ble  relationships  among  the  pre¬ 
sent  generations  of  cosmopolitan 
Asian  men  and  women. 

Men  and  women  will  court 
and  marry;  no  law  is  necessary. 
Asian  societies  are  in  chaos  today 
due  to  cultural  protection  poison 
pills  inserted  into  their  national 
Constitutions. 

For  thousands  of  years  before, 
now  and  in  the  future,  men  will 
court  and  love  other  men  and 
women,  other  women.  It  is  esti¬ 
mated  that  among  mainland 
China's  billion  people  there  may 
be  60  million  Tong  Zhi  emerging. 

Asians  recognize  the  hate  and 
violence  of  racism.  These  are  the 
same  as  sexism. 

Asians  who  have  suffered 
political  exclusion  in  the  names 
of  protection  and  God  must 
stand-up  to  say:  Enough  is 
enough! 

These  views  are  solely  the 

VIEWS  OF  THE  AUTHOR,  AND  NOT 
THOSE  OF  THE  SAMPAN. 
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Maintenance  Superintendent 

TCB,  Inc.  is  accepting 
applications  for  a  full  time 
Maintenance  Superintendent. 

The  qualified  candidate  will 
be  experienced  in  heating, 
plumbing,  electrical, 
carpentry,  and  locksmithing. 
Bi-lingual  Chinese/English 
encouraged.  Send  resume  to 
Oak  Terrace,  888  Washington 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02111. 

V _ ) 


Boston  Connects,  Inc. 

Board  of  Directors  will  meet  on 
Tuesday  February  24,  2004  at  6pm. 


The  agenda  will  include 
Program  Investments 

The  meeting  will  be  held  at 
2201  Washington  Street  in  Dudley  Square. 

The  building  is  handicapped  accessible. 

For  further  information,  please  call  61 7-541-2670. 


QUEEN  ANNE’S  GATE 
IS  NOW  ACCEPTING  APPLICATIONS  FOR  1  &  2 
BEDROOM  APARTMENTS. 


The  following  income  limits  apply: 
1  bedroom 

1  person 

2  persons 


$17,960  -  $23,952 
$17,960 -$27,036 


2  bedrooms 


$21,960 -$28,752 
$21,960 -$35,816 
$21,960 -$38,742 


2  persons 

3  persons 

4  persons 

Applications  must  be  picked  up  in  person  for 
Queen  Anne's  Gate  Apartments  at : 

148  Colonels  Lane,  Weymouth,  MA  02189 

Monday  through  Friday  -  9:00  am  to  5:00  pm 
Kindly  provide  advance  notice  for  reasonable  accommodation. 

6^  Equal  Housing  Opportunity 
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Parallels  of  the  " Concubine's  Daughter" 


By  Peijin  Chen 

"The  British  didn't  drag 
you  away  and  put  you  in 
prison.  There  were  rather 
more  subtle  things." 

The  subtle  things  are 
both  what  captures  and 
are  captured  by  Helen 
Kwok  in  her  first  novel, 
"The  Concubine's 
Daughter,"  an  evocative 
portrait  of  a  bygone  era  in  , 
Hong  Kong. 

The  brutality  in  Kwok's 
novel  is  not  about  the  colo¬ 
nizer  and  colonized,  but 
the  brutality  of  fate  and 
human  emotion  in  the 
Hong  Kong  of  the  1950s 
and  1960s.  Besides  being 
the  story  of  a  group  of 
characters  who  are  linked 
by  blood,  friendship,  and 
romance,  "The 


Concubine's  Daughter" 
tackles  cultural  alienation, 
fate,  and  desire.  In  the 
middle  of  this  storm, 
Elizabeth  Lee,  the  protago¬ 
nist,  and  the  girl  that's  got 
it  all  --  brains,  looks,  ambi¬ 
tion,  and  wealth  —  finds 
out  that  her  qualities  are 
not  so  much  what  deter¬ 
mines  life  but  are  only  the 
dice  with  which  the  fates 
play  out  her  fate. 

Elizabeth  is  perhaps  too 
fortunate.  Her  aptitude  in 
English  allows  her  to  suc¬ 
ceed  in  academia,  and  yet 
creates  a  gnawing  sense  of 
identity  crisis  which  she 
never  quite  resolves.  This, 
according  to  her  creator, 
Kwok,  is  the  double 
tragedy  of  being  a  Chinese 
Anglophile.  Here's  how 
Kwok  describes  it,  "it  was 


very  important  to  be  good 
at  English,  and  it  was  OK 
if  your  Chinese  was  not 
that  good."  Elizabeth 
proves  that  —  excellence  in 
English  and  academic 
achievement  not  with¬ 
standing  —  it 
was  impossi¬ 
ble  for  a 
Chinese  per¬ 
son,  much 
less  a 

woman,  to 
be  accepted 
by  the  establishment  as  an 
equal.  There  was  still  a 
quite  visible  "glass  ceiling" 
at  the  time.  Kwok,  the  first 
Chinese  female  Chair  of 
the  English  Department  at 
Hong  Kong  University,  is 
acutely  aware  of  the  lin¬ 
guistic  complexities  of 
Hong  Kong.  "Is  it  possible 


to  be  bilingual,"  she  asks, 
"or  do  you  have  to,  in 
order  to  be  proficient  in 
one  language,  give  up  full 
proficiency  in  the  other?" 
For  Elizabeth,  the  more 
headway  she  makes  in  one 
direction,  the 
farther  she 
gets  from  the 
other  in  this 
bicultural 
zero-sum 
game. 

Kwok 
says  that  many  Hong 
Kong-born  friends,  after 
reading  her  novel,  con¬ 
fessed  to  not  being  able  to 
relate  to  Elizabeth's  feel¬ 
ings.  But  that  may  be 
because  Elizabeth,  like 
Kwok,  has  roots  on  the 
mainland,  as  do  many  peo¬ 
ple  now  living  in  Hong 
Kong.  Hong  Kong,  beyond 
being  a  British  colony  and 
financial  center,  has  histor¬ 
ically  been  a  place  of 
refuge  from  the  vagaries  of 
war  and  upheaval  on  the 
mainland.  The  ties  that 
bind  can  be  temporarily 
cut  but  never  sundered. 
Mentally,  or  perhaps  spiri¬ 
tually,  their  thoughts  wan¬ 
der  towards  China.  Yet, 
physically  the  characters 
get  no  closer  than  the  New 
Territories,  which  border 
the  mainland,  and  only 
then  to  pick  up  someone 
who  has  smuggled  himself 
over  the  border. 

China  exists  only  as  a 
cipher  to  the  glittering 
colonial  outpost  of  the 
British,  something  that 
Kwok  describes  "as  some¬ 
thing  we  knew  was  there, 
on  the  other  side  of  the 
border."  Thus,  there  was 
anxiety  and  turbulence  in 
Hong  Kong  when  the 
Cultural  Revolution  was 
brewing  across  the  border. 
Yet  the  real  story  of  what 
was  happening,  and  the 
perceived  threat  of 
"spillover,"  was  not  some¬ 
thing,  at  least  for  some 
Hong  Kong  natives,  that 
was  all  that  important  in 


February  23 


Meeting  for  Parcel  23D 
(Chinatown/Leather 
District)  Park 

The  Artery  Business 
Committee  will  be  present¬ 
ing  their  recommendations 
for  the  Parcel  23D  Park. 

St.  James  the  Greater 
Church  125  Harrison  Ave. 

6  p.m.,  (617)  357-7079 

February  28 

South  Bay  Planning  Study 
Charrette 

City  sponsored  event  to 
discuss  planning  and 
building  uses  in  the  South 
Bay  area. 

25  Kneeland  Street 
10  a.m.,  (61 7)  918-4418 

February  29 

Young  Leaders  Network 
Meeting 

The  YLN  will  be  holding 


The  Public  Schools  of  Brookline,  Mass. 

Superintendent 


Brookline,  one  of  Massachusetts’  premier  school  districts,  announces  an  outstanding  opportunity  for  a 
visionary  leader  with  demonstrated  management  expertise.  Join  a  community  of  dedicated  education 
professionals  and  build  on  Brookline’s  long  history  of  educational  excellence.  Brookline  is  a  diverse 
urban/suburban  community  bordering  the  city  of  Boston,  and  has  a  strong  commitment  to  high  quality 
public  education  exemplified  by  its  long  held  core  values  of: 

High  Academic  Achievement  •  Excellence  in  Teaching 
Respect  for  Human  Differences  •  Collaborative  Relationships 

Student  achievement  is  consistently  above  state  and  national  averages,  with  more  than  90%  of  graduates 
pursuing  postsecondary  school  education.  With  a  $63M  budget,  the  district  educates  6,000  students  in 
eight  PreK-Grade  8  schools  and  one  comprehensive  high  school. 

Candidates  should  demonstrate  substantial  experience  in  management  and  program  development, 
sensitivity  to  working  with  a  diverse  community,  and  strength  in  collaborative  relationships. 
Brookline  offers  a  highly  competitive  salary  and  benefits  package.  Review  of  applications  will  begin 
on  March  5,  2004,  with  a  targeted  employment  date  of  July  1,  2004. 

For  additional  information  contact: 

Dr.  Edward  J  Gotgart,  Telephone:  508-481-9444. 

NESDEC,  28  Lord  Road,  Email:  search@nesdec.org. 

Marlborough,  MA  01752.  Website:  www.nesdec.org 

Information  available  on  district  website:  www.brookline.mec.edu 
All  inquiries  will  be  held  in  strict  confidence. 

An  affirmative  action  equal  opportunity  employer. 


■  Northeastern 

UNIVERSITY 

Division  of  Adult  &  Continuing  Education 


Director,  Executive  Technical  &  Professional  Programs 

The  Director  will  research  and  develop  professional/executive  and  technical  discipline-related  high  quality 
program  offerings.  Oversee  cross-department  relationship  among  Division  of  Adult  and  Continuing 
Education  units.  Identify  and  cultivate  programmatic  and  institutional  opportunities,  ranging  from  the 
refinement  of  targeting  and  marketing  efforts  to  the  creation  and  oversight  of  public  and  custom  corporate/ 
organizational  onsite  offerings.  Be  responsible  for  issues  related  to  curriculum,  faculty  recruitment  & 
development,  market  and  competitive  positioning,  and  needs  assessment.  Oversee  administrative 
operations,  and  provide  leadership  and  direction  to  program  faculty.  Create  new  public  and  private 
financial  resources  including  grants,  contracts,  and  collaborations.  Requirements  include  Master’s  degree; 
minimum  of  10  years'  experience  in  continuing  education  at  a  major  private  research  institution;  extensive 
experience  in  developing  corporate  education  at  the  managerial  and  executive  level;  knowledge  of 
professional  training  and  education  needs  of  practitioners;  understanding  as  to  how  to  reach  appropriate 
markets,  including  familiarity  with  professional  organizations  and  associations;  interpersonal,  communication, 
leadership,  entrepreneurial,  marketing/budget  management,  and  conflict  resolution  skills,  including  the 
ability  to  coordinate  and  manage  diverse  groups. 

Assistant  Director,  Executive  Technical  & 

Professional  Programs 

The  Assistant  Director  will  assist  the  Director  in  the  duties  above  and  will  also  be  responsible  for  scheduling 
program  events,  managing  vendor  relationships,  arranging  for  instructor  recruitment  and  quality  control, 
customer  service  support  issues  and  instructor  support.  Oversee  all  operations  staff.  Requirements  include 
Bachelor's  degree;  minimum  of  5  years'  operational  management  experience  in  continuing  education  at  a 
major  private  research  institution;  extensive  experience  successfully  managing  a  support  staff  and  adjunct 
faculty;  knowledge  of  professional  training  and  education  needs  of  practitioners;  strong  interpersonal, 
communication,  conflict  resolution,  multitasking  and  decision-making  skills;  ability  to  function  in  a  high 
pressure  environment;  and  solid  background  in  computer  applications  (word  processing,  spreadsheet, 
databases,  presentation  packages,  e-mail). 

Business  Development  Manager 

Develop  and  maintain  business  relationships  with  organizations  that  result  in  the  sales  of  education  and 
training  programs.  Prospect  for  new  business,  maintain  existing  clients  and  handle  administrative  duties 
for  proposal/contract  preparation  and  related  sales  activities.  Conduct  research  into  appropriate  industries. 
Qualify  leads,  conduct  company  presentations,  negotiate  and  close  business.  Maintain  sales  activity 
reports;  monitor  instructor  evaluations;  gather  and  analyze  competitor  information.  Requirements  include 
Bachelor’s  degree;  a  minimum  of  5  years’  experience  with  the  adult  training  environment  within  the  New 
England  area;  knowledge  of  professional  training  and  education  needs  of  practitioners,  and  understanding 
as  to  how  to  reach  appropriate  markets,  including  familiarity  with  professional  organizations  and  associations; 
demonstrated  leadership,  communication,  entrepreneurial  and  conflict  resolution  skills. 

Send  resumes  to  Kevin  Currie,  290  Ryder,  Northeastern  University,  360  Huntington  Avenue, 

Boston,  MA  02115,  or  fax  to  617-373-2325. 

Northeastern  University  is  an  Equal  Opportunity/Aftirmative  Action  Title  IX  Employer. 

For  more  information  about  Northeastern  University,  please  visit: 

www.NEU.EDU 


Kwok  will  read 
from  her  book  at 
the  Newton  Library 
on  February  26. 


terms  of  the  impact  on 
their  daily  lives.  This  kind 
of  ambiguity  was  just  a 
fact  of  their  lives.  People 
just  had  to  keep  going  on. 

Many  of  the  more  intel¬ 
lectual  musings  belong  to 
Elizabeth  alone.  "The 
Concubine's  Daughter"  is  a 
maelstrom  of  unrequited 
desires  and  dissatisfied 
longings,  and  ultimately, 
the  lives  that  are  mangled 
and  ruined  in  their  wake. 
The  characters  are  victims 
of  their  own  circumstances 
and  different  stations  in 
life.  While  some  destroy 
themselves  in  the  process, 
others  remain  scarred  but 
still  standing.  "The 
Concubine's  Daughter"  is 
merely  competent  as  fic¬ 
tion  and  story,  evenly 
paced,  like  serialized 
Chinese  TV  programs,  the 
good  times  being  just 
respites  in  the  eye  of  the 
storm.  What  it  does  more 
effectively  is  to  impart  a 
sense  of  time  passing  and 
how  people  react  to  it.  Like 
modernized  Westerners 
they  begin  with  high 
hopes  for  advancement 
and  success  in  the  various 
spheres,  a  sense  of  creating 
their  own  destiny,  but  as 
possibilities  are  blocked  by 
time  and  circumstance, 
what  settles  in  is  more 
than  just  cynicism  or  resig¬ 
nation.  It  is  that  uniquely 
Chinese  sensibility  of 
"fatalism"  and  "it  is  for 
men  to  strive  but  heaven 
to  render,"  as  the  Chinese 
aphorism  goes. 

"It's  not  meant  to  edify 
or  preach  any  message,  it's 
meant  to  entertain,  actual¬ 
ly,  just  read  about  this 
bunch  of  people  living  in  a 
period  that  no  longer 
exists,"  Kwok  says  of  her 
novel.  If  there's  any  nostal¬ 
gia  evident,  it's  certainly 
not  maudlin.  The  nostalgia 
comes  off  more  as  an  hon¬ 
est  attempt  to  show,  as 
would  a  museum  of  natur¬ 
al  history  exhibit,  some¬ 
thing  that  has  disappeared 


its  bi-weekly  meeting  to 
discuss  Chinatown  youth 
issues.  All  are  welcome. 
Oak  Terrace  Community 
room 

888  Washington  St.,  Suite 
102,  3  p.m.,  (61 7)  482-2380 
ext.  250 


March  1 


Meeting  for  Parcel  24 

The  Chinatown  Central 
Artery  Advisory 
Committee  will  be  advis¬ 
ing  on  the  proposals  for 
the  development  of  Parcel 
24. 

St.  James  the  Greater 
Church  125  Harrison  Ave. 
6  p.m.,  (617)  357-7079 

March  3 

CRA  Meeting 
The  Chinatown  Resident 
Association  holds  a  public 
meeting  on  the  first 
Wednesday  of  every 


from  the  face  of  the  earth  - 
not  fashion  or  car  models, 
but  types  of  people,  even 
whole  classes  of  people, 
such  as  the  amah,  a  single, 
poor,  and  often  illiterate 
maid  who  would  do 
everything  from  house¬ 
hold  chores  to  weaning 
children.  The  near  ubiqui¬ 
tous  Filipino  maid  in  Hong 
Kong  has  replaced  what 
was  once  the  near  ubiqui¬ 
tous  amah.  No  amah  plays 
an  important  role  in  the 
novel,  but  they  are,  as 
much  as  anything  else 
described,  part  of  the 
Hong  Kong  landscape  of 
the  time. 

Hong  Kong,  of  course, 
has  undergone  momentous 
changes  and  continuously 
is  redefining  itself,  espe¬ 
cially  with  regards  to 
mainland  China.  Hong 
Kong,  like  someone  trying 
out  lots  of  new  clothes  in  a 
changing  room,  often  has 
little  time  or  opportunity 
to  reflect  on  what  it  looks 
like  naturally.  It  is  the  task 
of  memory  to  make  that 
reflection  possible,  and 
that's  what  Kwok's  novel 
attempts,  an  extended 
snapshot  of  a  few  decades 
in  the  life  of  a  city. 

After  retiring  from 
Hong  Kong  University,  she 
returned  to  the  United 
States  to  be  closer  to  her 
family.  Her  father  came 
here  to  study.  Kwok  lived 
in  the  U.S.  for  several 
years  as  a  youngster  before 
settling  in  Hong  Kong. 

Has  the  identity  issue 
become  any  easier  for 
Kwok  to  cope  with  now? 
Kwok  had  a  surprising 
answer:  "I  know  who  I  am 
more  now  than  before 
because  I'm  here,"  she 
says,  "because  I  know  I  am 
a  Chinese  living  in  my 
adopted  country,  whereas 
before  I  was  in  a  colony, 
and  I  wasn't  allowed  to 
learn  very  much  about 
China." 


month.  The  CRA  aims  to 
advance  the  quality  of  life 
of  Chinatown  residents 
and  promote  the  commu¬ 
nity  building  of 
Chinatown's  future. 

Josiah  Quincy  School 
885  Washington  St. 

6:30  p.m.,  (617)  857-1319 

Chinatown  Safety 
Committee  Meeting 
All  are  welcome  to  attend 
and  participate. 
Doubletree  Hotel, 

821  Washington  St. 

10:30  am,  (61 7)  951-6255 

Calendar  created  by  the 
Young  Leaders  Network.  To 
have  your  event  listed,  call 
(617)  482-2380,  Ext.  250  or 
e-mail  yln@asiancdc.org 


Young  Laadtrs  Hotworii 


Best  Wishes  in  the  New  Year 


KAPLAN,  O’SULLIVAN  &  FRIEDMAN,  LLP 

Counselors  at  Law 

Practice  concentrated  in: 

All  matters  relating  to  immigration  law  including  the 
Immigration  Reform  Act  of  1996 
*  Investors 

*  Family  Petitions 
*  Labor  Certification 

*  Temporary  Work  Visa 
*  Citizenship 

*  Political  Asylum 

Attorneys 

HARVEY  KAPLAN 
MAUREEN  O’SULLIVAN 
JEREMIAH  FRIEDMAN 


m  #■  I*  ^ 

10  Winthrop  Square,  Third  Floor 
Boston,  MA  02110 
Tel:  (617)  482-4500 
info@kof-law.com 
www.kof-law.com 

— i — | - t - — — ~ 


Kirin  Produce  Co.  Inc. 

Sales  Office:  22  Oxford  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111 
Tel:  (617)  350-8880/8881 

:  1-800-798-8288 

Main  Office:  131  Newmarket  Square,  Boston 
MA  02118 

Tel:  (617)  427-5968/6015 
Fax:  (617)  427-6180 
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Sales  representatives  speak  English,  Cantonese, 
Mandarin  and  Toisanese 
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Happy  New  Year 
To 

Greater  Boston’s 
Asian-American  Community 


€he  Boston  <H5tobe 


Your  world  unfolding  daily?4 


For  information  on  career  opportunities  at  the  Globe,  contact  the  Human  Resources  Department,  The  Boston  Globe, 
RO.  Box  2378,  Boston,  MA  02107-2378.  Call  617-929-2795  or  write  to  hr@globe.com. 


Direct! 


All  furs  directly  from  New  York  City  Wholesalers  &  fully  guaranteed  All  furs  labeled  to  show  country  of  origin. 
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Dynamic  Capitai,  Mortgage 

6a  Harvard  Street,  Brookline,  MA 

JVtA:  ML220  1  /MB2732 
Nil:  9240-MBB 

Jimmy  Fang 

■*  Aggressive  Pricing  *" 

*  Unparalleled  Client  Service* 

mmmm  mmmm 


i  oo%*Sfc3^£fc»Bfe 


.^JV 

Tel: (6x7)739-4000  ext.  355 
JVIolxile:  (6x7)  792-5940 
jfang@dyncap.com 
www .  dyn  e  ap  .  com 
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§feAft*SlM&ftS£teM  ftfl 

pssftfti*. 

|»«i. 

P- 

|Ho  m'tmwmmmzttnmnL. 

1 17-  357-0226o 

|»»«SE«ft(llM-|f)ft«fittft 

2004  ft^frft^i^ 

!fSft&|&(&LMH?)£#. 

ik#ft 


mjgftnjm  2004  ftft^fe 
$  840  ftiPlJ  $  8760 


&-gwsis: 

I iH,  2004  ftft^ft^S  $  58.7(1 
JfiniiJ$66.60o  53  ft.  £  2004  ft.  ®; 


♦  *#*]  ttftf  H- *)  | 

*  * .« jg.  «  *4 


HUNDREDS  OF  FURS 

60-St) ; 

BELOW  RETAIL 

CALL  NOW! 

Sponsored  By  Major  Manufacturers 
of  the  American  Fur  Industry 


DITIOI 


40%  OFF! 

Ticket  Prices  On  Our  Already  Reduced  Fur  Coats! 


Call  Staten  Island  Furrier 

trade-ins  l(800)  474^717  M,jo, 


Trade-Ins 

Welcome 


Major 

Credit  Cards 
Accepted 


John  Yu 
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We’ve  Got  Eastern 
Massachusetts  Covered 


There  are  apartments  -  and  then  there  are  Corcoran 
managed  apartments  -  well  managed,  stylish,  modem 
and  constantly  updated.  Take  your  pick. . . . 


ADAMS  VILLAGE 
(617)  328-6727 
725-735  Adams  Street 
Dorchester 

ACADEMY  BUILDING 

APARTMENTS 

(508)674-1111 

102  South  Main  Street 

Fall  River 

ANDOVER  COMMONS 
(978)470-2611 
30  Railroad  Street 
Andover 

BEVERLY  COMMONS 
(978)  927-2055 
Tozer  Road,  Beverly 
BROCKTON 
COMMONS 
(508)  584-2373 
55  Qty  Hall  Plaza 
Brockton 

FAXON  COMMONS 
(617)  472-6766 
1001  Southern  Artery 
Quincy 


LINCOLN  SCHOOL 
APARTMENTS 
(781)  749-8677 
86  Central  Street 
Hingham 

MCNAMARA  HOUSE 
(617)  783-5490 
210  Everett  Street, 
Allston 
PELHAM 
APARTMENTS 
(508)  872-6393 
75  Second  Street 
Framingham 
QUINCY  COMMONS 
(617)  328-6727 
1  Canton  Road,  Quincy 
RTVERVTEW 
COMMONS 
(978)  685-0552 
Bulfinch  Drive,  Andover 
SAUGUS  COMMONS 
(781)  233-8477 


SHREWSBURY 
COMMONS 
(508) 845-1161 
Route  9,  Shrewsbury 
STONE  RUN  EAST 
(781)  331-2525 
8  Old  Stone  Way 
Weymouth 

STRATTON  HILL  PARK 

(508)  852-0060 

161  W.  Mountain  Street 

Worcester 

TRIBUNE 

APARTMENTS 

(508)  875-8661 

46  Irving  Street 

Framingham 

THE  MEADOWS 

(978)  441-9167 

82  Brick  Kiln  Road 

Chelmsford 

WEYMOUTH 

COMMONS/EAST 

(781)  335-4773 

74  Donald  Street,  #21 

Weymouth 


HANOVER  LEGION 
ELDERLY 
APARTMENTS 
(781)871-3049 
Legion  Drive,  Hanover 
KENT  VILLAGE 
(781) 545-2233 
65  North  River  Road 
Scituate 


63  Newhall  Avenue 
Saugus 


CORCORAN 

MANAGEMENT  COMPANY 


tMljf  C #***»«  ft  <{t<V  >c*. 


o 


PUBLIC  NOTICE 


south  cove 

coaaeswnlty  health  teeter 

The  Joint  Commission  on  Accreditation  of  Healthcare  Organizations  will  conduct  an  accreditation 
survey  of  SOUTH  COVE  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER  on  March  10,  11,  &12  of  2004 

The  purpose  of  the  survey  will  be  to  evaluate  the  organization's  compliance  with  nationally 
established  Joint  Commission  standards  The  survey  results  will  be  used  to  determine  whether, 
and  the  conditions  under  which,  accreditation  should  be  awarded  the  organization. 

Joint  Commission  standards  deal  with  organizational  quality-of-care  issues  and  the  safety  of  the 
environment  in  which  care  is  provided.  Anyone  believing  that  he  or  she  has  pertinent  and  valid 
information  about  such  matters  may  request  a  public  information  interview  with  the  Joint 
Commission’s  field  representative  at  the  time  of  the  survey.  Information  presented  at  the 
interview  will  be  carefully  evaluated  for  relevance  to  the  accreditation  process  Requests  for  a 
public  information  interview  must  be  made  in  writing  and  should  be  sent  to  the  Joint  Commission 
no  later  than  five  working  days  before  the  survey  begins.  The  request  must  also  indicate  the 
nature  of  the  information  to  be  provided  at  the  interview.  Such  requests  should  be  addressed  to: 

Division  of  Accreditation  Operations 

Joint  Commission  on  Accreditation  of  Healthcare  Organizations 
One  Renaissance  Boulevard 
Oakbrook  Terrace,  IL  60181 


The  Joint  Commission  acknowledges  such  request  in  writing  or  by  telephone  and  will  inform  the 
organization  of  the  request  for  any  interview.  The  organization  will,  in  turn,  notify  the  interviewee 
of  the  date,  time  and  place  of  the  meeting. 

This  notice  is  posted  in  accordance  with  the  Joint  Commission's  requirements  and  may  not  be 
removed  before  the  survey  is  completed. 

Date  Posted:  February  13.  2004 


south  cove 
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Division  of  Accreditation  Operations 

Joint  Commission  on  Accreditation  of  Healthcare  Organizations 

One  Renaissance  Boulevard 

Oakbrook  Terrace,  IL  60181 
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PACTS  ABOUT  THE 
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WILLIAM  W.  SOOHOO  ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
1146  WASHINGTON  ST.,  BOSTON,  MA  02118 
:  (617)482-1553  ( fig  -  «-  -  ftl-US ) 

Dunkin’  Donuts 


Personal  Injuries 
Car  Accidents 
Criminal  Cases 
Bankruptcy 
Divorce 

Establishment  of‘a  Cotporation 


MA 
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mm 


Purchase  or  Sale  of  Business  &  Homes 


Immigration 

Work  Visas  (HI B.O-1.L-1.J-J) 
Labor  Certification 
(Cook,  Softvfare  Engineer; 

Priority  Worker 
Outstanding  Researcher 
National  Interest  Waiver 
Asylum 

Deportation  Appeals 
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SK’tg  C 617 )  426-9492  rtfcS  212  SM'fll 


Get  a  mortgage 
from  someone 
who  makes  you 
feel  at  home. 


No  one  knows  this  area 
better  than  the  people 
at  Brookline  Bank.  And 
no  one  can  help  you 
get  the  right  mortgage 
or  refinance  with 
less  hassle  than  our 
mortgage  specialists. 

We’ll  work  with  you  Left  to  nijbt:  Ullyns  Aleman  617-730-3576; 

from  start  to  finish-  so 

you’ll  feel  at  home  ever}7  step  of  the  way. 

Call  now  for  an  appointment  or  more  information. 
Or  go  online:  www.brookfinebank.com 


Brookline  Bank 


brocklinebank.ccm  Member  FDIC  fir  Equal  Housing  Lender 
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